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Namaste, | am Sonali Ambasankar, a shishya of Swamini Brahmaprajnananda
Saraswatiji and Swami Brahmavidananda Saraswatiji, who are direct disciples of
Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati ji of the Arsha Vidya Gurukulam. I am very
thankful to Indic Academy and Advaita Academy for providing this platform for
all us shishyas of Bhagavatpada Adi Shankaracharya and celebrating the glorious
tradition of Advaita Vedanta.

I seek the blessings of Bhagavan Dakshinamurty, Bhagavatpada Adi Shankara and
the entire Guru parampara along with the immediate Shankaras in my life, my
gurus Swamini Brahmaprajnananda Saraswatiji and Swami Brahmavidananda
Saraswatiji. [ present my paper as an offering to Bhagavatpada Shankara and to the
glorious guru shishya parampara, of which we are an integral part. As I present my
paper, pls do forgive my flaws, as they would be there due a lack in my
understanding and all credits to my gurus if there is anything I have understood
well.

It all started when I was doing a parayanam of the Shankara bhasya of the
Bhagavad Gita. It came to my notice, that Bhagavan Shankara was using a
particular word repeatedly, deliberately and purposefully.

This presentation is my attempt to share with you all, my understanding of the
word which Bhagavan Shankara has repeated in his Bhagavad Gita Bhasya in
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many many verses. He uses this particular word in his bhasya for explaing 60
verses out of the total 700 verses of the Gita. Chapter 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13,
14, 15 and 18. In 13 chapters out of the total 18 chapters, Shankara has used this
word.

Knowing the brilliance of Shankara and his bhasya, we all know that not a single
word is unnecessary and out of context or out of place. Then why does he
repeatedly use this particular word so many number of times?

Swamini Brahmaprajnanandaji has taught us that in order to fully understand any
text, one needs to get in tune with the author of the text. Getting in tune is when
you have your wavelength matched with the author's and when your understanding
of the subject matter of the text matches exactly with what the author wants to
convey. In short, when you are in tune with the author's mind, you have a

HIAFATAH crystal clear understanding of the subject matter of what the author
wants to convey.

It has been a wonder as to how ones shrotriyam brahmanishtha guru is able to
convey his/her vision, which is actually the vision of the shastra, to the shishya and
make the shishya see exactly and clearly what he/she sees? Here, we bow down to
the glorious guru parampara and especially Bhagavan Shankara, the shining link in

the parampara, for passing down the vision of the shastra exactly as it is. ¥I%

ATAH crystal clear understanding and vision of the self me, as Atma, as Sat Chit
Ananda Brahman.

And coincidentally, the word that Bhagavan Shankara keeps repeating in his
bhasya on the Bhagavad Gita in 13 chapters our of 18 is Wﬁ?ﬂf'
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TFIH means T6T Jad 30d AT eg I QOTdRT TISCRId ST

a, without any distortions, crystal clear.

aQTm:I stands for seeing, the vision of the absolute truth. Our shastra gives a huge

importance to a‘x’i?ﬂil In fact throughout our culture, darshanam is very very
important. When we visit any temple we are all looking forward to getting a
complete and clear darshanam of the Lord. We also come out and say, Bhagavan
ke bahut acche darshan hue aaj. Having a complete and clear darshanam without
any obstacles and doubts is very important to us. This is possibly a trickle down of
having the clarity of the vision of the shastra.

In the Bhagavad Gita, Bhagavan Krsna also talks of

TH AEET ° ART T T 9eafa @ geafdliss)|

The one who sees that that which is accomplished by a sanyasi and that which is
accomplished by a karma yogi as the same, that person alone sees the clear 9HI%
truth and

faegcEafdereded I qRAfd & q=Afd 1123.0 |l

The one who is not being destroyed in the things that are perishing, he alone sees.

And in verse 15.10 he talks of
farer Aguealca geafea ATgeTd: |

Those who have the eye of wisdom, see.

Hence seeing the truth i.e. understanding the truth and having the exact vision of
the shastra is very important for us.

Thus Bhagavan Shankara has also again and again talked of WQW'
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In the bhasya, Bhagavan Shankara mentions ng right from having a

clear priority of the pursuit of moksha, up to having a crystal clear doubtless
understanding of the shastric vision.

Bhagavan Shankara first mentions 19 JATOTSATATCATT  in verse 2.41 in the
context of having clarity of pursuit, single pointed eka nischayatmika
vayavasayatmika buddhih. Once the priorities are clear, then I am clear about what
I have to get involved in and what I need to withdraw from. The withdrawal is not
due to my aversion but due to vairagya objectivity towards different non priority

objects and thoughts. Hence Bhagavan Shankara mentions about ¥1&<0 3H<dexd
in verse 2.58

IeT HeXd dArT HAMT AL |
sfegamifegardeaeasa gar gfaftsdr! ,ng

fawar fafaadea foRmeReT Sfget: |
THast TSTIET W gsear fAadd 1.9 ||

For a sthitaprajnah, upon having a clear vision of the truth, qFGICYAa, even
longing behind the senses goes away.

A person who is AT T IS op HTcATIATCHATISE: purnah,
completely full and so has SERE W@Fﬁﬁ' I.e. a small reservoir is of not

much use for him when there is flood everywhere, he has qFgIc|
But he continues to perform action as mentioned in 3.20 eg.like Janaka, for

AREITEH for the benefit of people, but he has given up the fruits of karma

Paper presentation by Sonali Ambasankar
www.discoveratma.com



through knowledge. The AT has burnt up all his karma. That is, he has

understood that he was never the karta or the bhokta and has understood HHTY

FH T q%ﬁ{mﬁﬂaﬂ#?:rzl

SEATIUT A gIASEAIe SEAUT gadH |
SEHT def Ieded SEAGHTATIAT || ¥.:% ||
Bhagavan Shankara has used WQW 7 times in his bhasya to explain this

verse. The one who has this vision through the T2 sees each and everything
as Brahman. No exceptions. He has the vision of Oneness. Due to this vision, he is
released from samsara as mentioned in verse 4.32

defaeia gforarasr aueas a9 |
3ucedlad O A AlfAdEacaeide: || ¥.3% |l

In verse 4.34, Bhagavan Shankara highlights the importance of having a e EEAl]

&1 Only the knowledge imparted by a ¢ de el FEIIERIE: yho himself has
the vision of the Shastra, is effective and makes a student see the vision himself not

that imparted by anyone else. Hence the importance of a guru being a SEATTSS
AT

Tduifd afAcursFasreracgsdsals |
AAIeT: HARATOT HEAATCRST 2T 1| 4.3 |

ng takes away the power to generate all effects of karma. Just like a
roasted seed can no longer germinate.
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In the sangati bhasya between verse 4.39 and 4.40, Shankara tells what follows
from the gain of knowledge. qrgedard fargAa #et: afd| This has been

established firmly by the Shastra. The word important here is faroaT immediate.
No gaps, no delays. All texts of our Shastra talk of moksha being here and now,
not there and then.

ACHATCATAHFT e AATHACHsT: |
fcds " IRTATTASOISS HRA 1| 8.9 |
Bhagavan Krsna says that slaying all doubts about the self, with the sword of clear

vision of the Shastra, HFJICRTH, knowledge of the self, practise karma yoga.

What happens when a yogi uses karma yoga as a means to attain self-knowledge?
rergeralt fayeercAr fafsrdarcar Safeaa: |
AIHATHAIICHT Hdeal T o forcad 1| 4. i

He who is a yogi, a yogayuktah, he is a vijitatma and a jitendriyah, one who has
mastery over his mind. He through self knowledge is able to see himself as all.

FAHATHHATCHT means TATT SEHATGIAT TAFTIAeclledl HcITATH A
AT JedFddel: JET T: AHATCHHAHT TFI9eT 33 | o who

knows oneself to be the self in all beings ranging from Brahmaji to ¥ blades

of grass. He is RECARGE who sees the same truth in the Brahmana, the cow, the
elephant, the dog and the dog eater.

faeaTiaeaara— srEAer afd gfeafa |
i AT gure T 9ffsar: FHGI: Il 9.9¢ i
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In verse 5.8 and 5.9, Bhagavan Shankara says that the dcdTAE: are the
SEEIRERUE g $HY 3R U, TRAT: FFIIERI: { e the knowers of

truth who see only non work in all works I.e. FHUIHH T qa?j?{ have the right
vision.

THe SEATAAIOTHET: &NUThHeA: |

BesTeaem IdTcART: Fasdied Iam: Il 9.9 |l
FIASHUTSGFATAT IAAT IdITHTH |

A sEAfaT aad fafearcaamsy 11 g8 |l

fafearcaen fafega: ara: scar I 9 R_fgarcAn: awr Afgdaressn

FrIC RATATY: | The ones who have known the self clearly are the ones with
the clear vision.

e EEA CEs| is the phalam of mgﬁ and McARcag | What is this

clear vision?

TFHITTATCHTA T TATcHTT |

$eTd ANTGFTcHT TET FHSH: || €.3% ||

ar AT geafa @9 ¥d g AR geIfa |

aTaTg o YURATTH @ T & of Jorgfd || €.30 |

One who has the vision of sameness, oneness everywhere, and sees the self abiding

in all beings and all beings in the self has qogae|

The TFIICAT recognises the oneness in all beings and abides in Isvara
irrespective of any actions he does.
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HTcAFAT §a9 GH 9T AT |
gq a1 Ife a1 @ F A RAT A: || €.32 |

When the qrgaceft sees the Oneness in all clearly, he sees that just as I like
pleasure and I am averse to pain, so do all others. He sees himself in all and so
does not act against anyone, does not injure anyone nor is jealous of anyone nor
rejects nor despises or hurts anyone. Thus he abides in the value of ahimsa towards
himself and all others as he cannot hurt, reject or despise Himself. And surely,
while abiding in and understanding ahimsa clearly, he definitely abides in dharma
(universal values and doing what needs to be done in accordance with desha kala)
towards himself and all others.

Who attains WQW?

TG ITATE] T HeEHfhicay: |
HAhT-AGAGHETA! AT 9 afad || &.89 |

A yogi who makes an effort by his will and is cleansed of all impurities of all gross

C
and subtle raaga dvesas gathered across many births, he gains ®s¥s1e<daR]qd:

el AT R T | Hence he who makes the effort to take care of his raaga
dvesas by working on himself, he gains parangatim.

56 d o IEIdH YaEIAFIAGIT |
e [aeraigd Ioarcdl AEIASYATT 1| R.2 ||

In the 9th chapter Bhagavan Krsna reveals this qFII AT knowing which one in
released from all that is inauspicious. In verses 9.4 and 9.5 Bhagavan reveals the

truth of FETe '\qé'aiaﬁﬁ' All beings having their being in Me.
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udr fegfr Ier T A7 A1 IfT dwad: |
ArsfaehedsT AP o a9 FA: || 2o.b I

Knowing the connection between the glories of Isvara i.e. the jagat which includes
my mind body sense complex, and the Me the atma, is understanding satyam and
mithya clearly. He who has this understanding, gains an unshaken vision

FFIICAAEATTETOT. He has understood the clear vision that Atma darshanam is

Isvara darshanam. There is no doubt about this. The WQTHH 1S
as told by Bhagawan in verse 10.8 that

3¢ FIET gAY A TS Fadd |
sfd Hcal Holed AT g7 AG@ATadr: || to.¢ |l

All has manifested from Me and because of Me everything is sustained and all
resolves into Me.

In verse 10.10 Bhagavan Krsna says that those who are always committed to me

and seek me with bhakti love, I grant them that vision, FFIICRN FAdcaiasd to
reach Me. How does he grant this vision?

Bhagavan says: TIRIATFICHATGEAT AT ST || 20.88 Il | destroy

the ignorance by the shining lamp of knowledge.

It helps a jignasu to note that nowhere Bhagavan Shankara mentions that Samyak
Darshanam is possible through rituals, mantras, tantra or meditation. All these are
important as sadhanas and have their place especially in antahkarana shuddhi,
preparation of the mind, but these are not the immediate cause of Darshanam.
Rather, samyagdarshanam is only possible with the destruction of ignorance
through self knowledge.

Although chl1 talks of Vishvaroopadarshanam, Bhagavan Shankara doesnot
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mention W?W at all in the entire ch11 thus indicating that the vision of
Vishwa roopa obtained through a special divya chakshu gifted by Bhagavan is not

the ng that is the final goal of a jignasu. The qFgIcet is a vishwa
roopa darshi but the vishwa roopa darshi is not a qrgIci|

In verse 13.2, Bhagavan Shankara equates the knowledge of the kshetra and

kshetrajna, in other words drk and drishya, as being §&dh e Tl Understanding
this verse and the bhasyam on this verse, one is clear on his understanding of

& h 3T 1

In verse 13.18, Bhagavan Shankara explains about who is the adhikari for

TFIIeda | ARAT TFgIed &: fAfhaa sfa 3Tud — AcHsa: afy
S IR WHIR! IgEd FATITHATCHATT:, I IITA YUNTd FQAT ar
FEAT HITEI] IeT: SATITASCE e Hewara: § Tad JUrea
gl AT, ACHIATT AH HId: AGHID: IRHATCHHATE: d¥H HGHIAT
3q9eTd AT Tl 1| 23.2¢ | My devotee, madbhaktah, who has

surrendered his self totally to Me, Vasudeva. He is the one who has given his entire
mind, senses, everything to the pursuit of the knowledge of Bhagavan is the

adhikari for GFIGL |

Bhagavan Shankara has used qrgaced to explain each verse from verse 13.26 to
13.30. verse 13.26, explains the connection between kshetra and kshetrajna which
is actually not a connection in the sense of 2 things coming together but in the
sense of one being dependent on the other, one being a superimposition adhyaropa
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on the other. When this is understood, then one can see (F* TRIATT T TRAM) the
vision of Oneness in all.

A |dy oAy fdvoed AR |
Seregceafasteged I vafa @ gafa 1| ¢3.20 |

Since he sees the Oneness, himself in the variety of names and forms in the jagat,
he sees himself as the sat which is never destroyed hence gains param gatim.

7 g2gfeg HaT HATATHREH |
T feTecarcaTcATs aar arfa T aifas I ¢ |l
And so the one who sees AT saH Wﬁ?{ alone is a HFIIETA: |

Bhagavan Shankara finally uses qFgaeled to explain verse 18.66 and explans
that only through the right perception by understanding the vision of the shastra,
that is, through the recognition of the atma as the svarupa of Isvara and the jiva,
one is released from samsara.

Thus W?«"\"IFIH starts from having a clear priority of the pursuit of moksha,
right up to having a crystal clear doubtless understanding of the shastric vision. All

the way is qFge |

Bhagavan Shankaracharya has repeated this word more than 75 times in the entire

Gita Bhasya. Thus WQW sums up the entire tatparya of the Bhagavad Gita

thus laying an emphasis on having a clear understanding of the Shastra and thus
having a clear vision of the jiva, Isvara and the Jagat as Brahman myself.
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ST ST 2 FEIE g1 gl A 1S I[E |

3 d9 ad |
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