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Guide to Sanskrit transliteration

Presented below is a key to transliteration and pronunciation of Sanskrit letters.
Sanskrit is a highly phonetic language and therefore accuracy in the pronunciation of
the letters is very important. A change in the pronunciation could change the
meaning of the word itself. For those who are not familiar with the Dévanagari script,
the International Alphabet of Sanskrit Transliteration is a guide to the correct
pronunciation of the Sanskrit letters.

3 a (but) 3T a (far) i (it) 31 (beet) Suu) | (pool)
% 1 (hythm) [ 1) * TeGi) [Raiighy  [Mowe) |k

P ka (skate) 1 (qurolt:ﬁlead) o |Toaate)r |9 (09D s (sing)

T ca (Chunk)zfgcha (catch him) | & 5 Gohn) 2 *§2r jha (hedgehog) ;{ﬁa (bunch)

T ta (start) *3 |3 tha (anthill) *3 | da (dart) *3 f‘;dha (godhead) | xg

dta (path) *4 |¥ tha (thunder) *4 | da (that) *4 fidha (breathe) *:Lflna (numb)

T pa (spin) 5 *tlgpha (loophole) |\ (bin)5 |4 bha (abhor) *5 SIIma (much)
Tya(young) |ra(drama)  |Wlauok) | Vs O E 15 (shove) | bushel)
I s (s0) © h (hum)

3 m Anusvara (nasalization of preceding vowel)

h Visarga (aspiration of preceding vowel)




Notes

*No exact English equivalents for these letters
1. Guttural

2. Palatal

3. Lingual

4. Dental

5. Labial
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